Recent advances in spirocyclization of indole derivatives.
Spiroindolines and spiroindoles are an important class of spirocyclic compounds present in a wide range of pharmaceuticals and biologically important natural alkaloids. Various spiroindolines and spiroindoles possess versatile reactivity which enables them to act as precursors for other privileged heterocycles. In view of the importance of this scaffold, many researchers focused their efforts to develop facile and mild synthetic methods for spirocyclization of indoles. However, the synthesis of spiroindolines and spiroindoles is known to be difficult due to rapid 1,2-migration to restore aromaticity. This review aims to briefly discuss the latest developments to access highly functionalized spiroindolines and spiroindoles to stimulate further research in the field to find new and efficient methodologies for accessing new spiroindolines and spiroindoles.